[image: image1.jpg]Best Friends
04m'ma[ &’7‘ o) i/zééa[

954.748.8227
9462 N University Dr. | Lauderhill, FL | 33351




Bufo Toad Poisoning:
Bufo toads (Cane toads, Marine toads, Giant toads) first appeared in the wild after an accidental release from the Miami airport in 1955.  They are now abundant in SE Florida and the Everglades.  Bufo marinus toads secrete a whitish-yellow toxin from the large salivary glands behind their eyes when they are threatened.  The poison is similar to overdoses of Digitalis, a heart drug.  

Prevention: Toads are more active after it rains and commonly found near lights which draw insects.  They are known to eat dog feces and dog food; therefore, good yard hygiene can help reduce their numbers. 

Common signs: Salivating, brick red gums, pawing at mouth, seizures. 

Treatment: Flush out mouth with hose- insert tip of hose in the side of the mouth and point towards the front of the muzzle.  Do not attempt to flush pet’s mouth if they are having seizures.
Seizures: Seek veterinary care for control of seizures and potential abnormal heart rhythm.
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                        Poison Glands
Heatstroke:

The combination of high temperature, humidity and poor air movement can be fatal to our pets.  Dogs do not sweat like people do and therefore the cooling effect of moisture on the skin is not available to them.  Panting and radiation of heat from the skin surface are their main means of controlling body temperature.  Some dogs are more prone to heatstroke-older pets, very young pets, overweight pets and brachycephalic breeds (dogs with short pushed-in noses)—Boxer, Bulldogs, Boston Terriers, Pugs, etc.

Prevention: Never leave pets in a parked vehicle.  Provide adequate ventilation and shade for outdoor pets. Avoid excess exercise during the hottest times of the day and provide plenty of fresh water at all times.  
Common Signs: Excessive panting and salivation, staring, failure to respond to commands, collapse, lethargy, severe shock
Treatment:  Cool wet towels, fans, fresh cold water.  Do not apply ice packs to pet.  Alcohol can be applied to the pads of the feet.
This is a life threatening emergency—seek medical attention.  Potential complications include organ failure (kidney and liver), bleeding disorders, brain damage and blood infections.  
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              3rd Degree Sunburn
Sago Palm Toxicity:

Sago Palms are a common household ornamental plant as well as decorative palm outside in the yard.  The palm seeds are very toxic when consumed as are the root systems.  
Common Signs:  Vomiting, diarrhea, inappetance, lethargy.
Veterinary Treatment Only:  Mostly supportive care, IV fluids for hydration, antibiotics for secondary infections, anti-vomiting medication, liver supportive care, etc. 
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